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A monthly series hi:g_hzlig‘h‘t.i:nfg glob3al fangwages...now, let's dive in!

CANYOUGUESS 1 [(omncn icumen
THESEMANDARIN
EXPRESSIONS? 2 S fE (pai ma pi) - “Pat the horse’s backside”

(We've provided the literal
translation; scroll down to see what 3

_ FFHTEEX (dui nid tan gin) - “Playing the lute to a cow”
these phrases mean in context!)

4 * % (guan xi) - “Relationship”

MANDARIN FUN FACTS

Most Spoken Native Language Mandarin in Global Business Digital Influence
Over 900 million native Many multinational Mandarin is the second most
speakers, plus tens of millions corporations offer Mandarin used language on the internet,
of learners worldwide, make training for executives shaping global e-commerce and
Mandarin a global because China accounts for social media trends.

powerhouse. nearly 15% of global GDP.

Education Trend Cultural Export
Mandarin is now taught in schools Chinese films, tech platforms, and
across the U.S., U.K,, and Australia, apps like WeChat have made

with programs supported by Mandarin phrases like “Al7H” (jTa
governments and businesses aiming you; keep going) recognizable
to strengthen trade ties. worldwide.
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Mandarin Chinese’ became real for me as Diana Laosht (Teacher
Diana) in a classroom in Taiwan. | started learning it so | could truly
connect with my middle school students, many of whom had little
to no English, and it quickly turned into a bridge between us.
Despite my principal advising against it (worried students might
stop speaking English), | still signed up for classes twice a week
with other adult learners from around the world, all of us hoping to

Diana Melbourn integrate faster as foreigners.
Sr. Director, Growth &
Client Solutions

Even when | got it wrong, like confidently telling someone ‘| lost
my banana’ (xiangjidao) instead of ‘I lost my camera’ (zhaoxiangji), or
trying to order six boiled dumplings (shuijido) and accidentally
saying | wanted ‘six sleeps’ (shuijiao), those moments sparked
laughter, connection, and trust. My Taiwanese colleagues quickly
became my lifelines in a new country and patiently coached me
through conversations and cultural nuances.

Learning Mandarin helped me do more than order my coffee the
way | liked it or barter for cheaper shoes at the local night market.
It helped me understand local customs, humor, and values, and
adapt to daily life in a way that felt authentic and respectful.

i Making the effort to speak Mandarin, whether it was hao or bu
Sysssaaas)umRm uE hao, showed my students, colleagues, and the local community
:fc’;x; .')_"‘( “ ' that | respected their culture and was willing to meet them
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- Diana Melbourn

MANDARIN IN CONTEXT

Mandarin Chinese stands out as the world’s most spoken
language by native speakers, with over 900 million people
using it daily and millions more learning it as a second
language. It is a cornerstone of global communication in
trade, diplomacy, and technology, shaping interactions £
across Asia and beyond. Mandarin dominates business Bombs

(Mumbai)

negotiations in China and is increasingly relevant in
international markets, making it a critical skill for
professionals in global mobility.

Fluency in Mandarin offers both practical and aspirational
benefits: it opens doors to career advancement, strengthens
cross-cultural relationships, and signals respect for one of
the world’s oldest and most influential cultures. Its
complexity, rooted in tones, characters, and cultural
nuance,reflects a language that is deeply tied to identity and : :
tradition. As China’s global influence grows, Mandarin A
continues to evolve, blending with modern contexts while &
maintaining its rich heritage. &
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NOTABLE MANDARIN SPEAKERS

John Cena Mark Zuckerberg Herbert Hoover

WWE superstar and actor, Meta CEO, famously 31st U.S. President, spoke
surprised fans by holding conducted a Q&A in Mandarin fluently and even
press conferences in Mandarin at Tsinghua used it privately with his
Mandarin to connect with University. wife in the White House.

Chinese audiences.

Answers to "Can You Guess These Mandarin Expressions? : 1. To be jealous, 2. To flatter someone, 3. To talk to
someone who does not understand you, 4. The network of connections and trust that drives business success

Want to learn more? Gontact IOR Global Services!
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