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WELCOME AND OVERVIEW 

                              
Photo courtesy of Wikimedia Commons 

Minneapolis is the 16th- largest metropolitan area in the United States and the largest city in the state of 

Minnesota. Minneapolis and its neighboring city of Saint Paul combine to create the Twin Cities which is 

the second-largest economic center besides Chicago. Minneapolis is the county seat of Hennepin County 

and sits along both banks of the Mississippi River, above the Minnesota River. 

 

The city is abundantly rich in water with thirteen lakes, wetlands, the Mississippi River, creeks and 

waterfalls (many of which are connected by parkways in the Chain of Lakes),  and the Grand Rounds 

National Scenic Byway. It was once the world's flour milling capital and a hub for timber. In the 21st 

century, it is the primary business center between Chicago and Seattle, with Minneapolis proper 

containing America's fifth-highest concentration of Fortune 500  companies. As an integral link to the 

global economy, Minneapolis is categorized as a global city. Noted for its strong music and performing 

arts scenes, Minneapolis is home to both the award-winning Guthrie Theater and the historic First Avenue 

nightclub, the latter of which helped launch the career of musical icon Prince. 

 

The economy of Minneapolis today is based in commerce, finance, rail and trucking services, health care, 

and industry. Smaller components are in publishing, milling, food processing, graphic arts, insurance, 

education, and high technology. Industry produces metal and automotive products, chemical and 

agricultural products, electronics, computers, precision medical instruments and devices, plastics, and 

machinery.  

 

ϝtƻǇǳƭŀǊ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜ ƴŀƳŜŘ aƛƴƴŜŀǇƻƭƛǎ ǘƘŜ ά¢ƻǇ ¢ŜŎƘ /ƛǘȅέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦{ϝ 

 

City Overview 

¶ Official Website of the City of Minneapolis  

¶ Population:  410,939 (46th)  

¶ Land Area: 58.42 mi  

¶ Languages Spoken: Over  100  

¶ Parks:  *Best in the US* 16.6% of the city is park land, accumulating to 770 square feet of 

parkland per resident 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjb75ilm7fOAhXCKiYKHWCbAucQjB0IBg&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tripadvisor.com%2FTourism-g43323-Minneapolis_Minnesota-Vacations.html&psig=AFQjCNE8a36Bu1LUPDoR-46C7HdoEjh9IQ&ust=1470930946962432
http://www.minneapolismn.gov/
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¶ Minneapolis Parks and Recreation Department  

¶ Minneapolis Central Library  

¶ Weather Today in Minneapolis  

 

History 

¶ Timeline of Minneapolis History 

¶ Minnesota Historical Society 

 

What to See, Sightseeing Tours, Value Packages and Passes, Tourist Information  

¶ Minneapolis Visitor Information  

¶ Information on attractions 

¶ Tours 

¶ Events 

 

Where to Find Arts & Entertainment  

¶ Minneapolis.org 

¶ Mspmag.com 

¶ Startribune.com  

 

Other Resources: 

¶ Theatre tickets and schedules 

¶ Museums 

¶ Cinema listings and schedules 
 

Where to Eat  

¶ Locate restaurants by type; see menus; read customer reviews: Minneapolis.eater.com   

¶ Make online restaurant reservations with Open Table  

¶ Browse restaurants: Zagat publishes a respected guide to restaurants with trusted reviews and 

ratings.  

  

Tipping & Sales Tax  

When you eat in a restaurant in the US, you are expected to leave your server a tip, as it is not included 

in the final bill. In a bar, café, or modest restaurant, 15% of the total bill is acceptable. However, in an 

upscale restaurant (fine dining), a tip calculated on 20% of the total bill is now the norm in Minneapolis.  

In addition, you will be paying the 6.875 % sales tax.  

Find Customer Reviews on Restaurants, Fitness Clubs, Shopping, Services, and Much More: 

¶ City search  

¶ Yelp 

 

https://www.minneapolisparks.org/
http://www.hclib.org/about/locations/minneapolis-central
https://weather.com/weather/today/l/Minneapolis+MN+USMN0503:1:US
http://historyapolis.com/libraries-museums-and-historic-sites/
http://historyapolis.com/libraries-museums-and-historic-sites/
http://www.mnhs.org/
http://www.mnhs.org/
http://www.minneapolis.org/things-to-do/visitor-information/
https://www.tripadvisor.com/Attractions-g43323-Activities-Minneapolis_Minnesota.html
https://www.tripadvisor.com/Attractions-g43323-Activities-Minneapolis_Minnesota.html
http://www.minneapolis.org/things-to-do/tours/
http://www.citypages.com/calendar?day=2016-08-10&filter%5b%5d=Recommended
http://www.citypages.com/calendar?day=2016-08-10&filter%5b%5d=Recommended
http://www.minneapolis.org/things-to-do/arts-entertainment/
http://mspmag.com/search/event/events-calendar/
http://www.startribune.com/variety/
http://www.theatermania.com/minneapolis-theater/shows/
http://www.theatermania.com/minneapolis-theater/shows/
http://www.minneapolis.org/things-to-do/arts-entertainment/museums/
http://www.minneapolis.org/things-to-do/arts-entertainment/museums/
http://www.fandango.com/minneapolis_+mn_movietimes
http://minneapolis.eater.com/maps/best-minneapolis-st-paul-restaurants-38
http://www.opentable.com/
https://www.zagat.com/minneapolis
http://www.citysearch.com/guide/minneapolis-mn
https://www.yelp.com/search?find_desc=&find_loc=Minneapolis%2C+MN&ns=1
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Daylight Saving Time 
Minneapolis is in the Central Time Zone and participates in Daylight Saving Time. Daylight Saving Time 

begins at 2:00 a.m. local time on the second Sunday in March. On the first Sunday in November areas on 

Daylight Saving Time return to Standard Time at 2:00 a.m. The names of each time zone change along 

with Daylight Saving Time. Eastern Standard Time (EST) becomes Eastern Daylight Time (EDT), and so 

forth. Some areas of the United States not using Daylight Saving Time include, Arizona, parts of Indiana, 

Puerto Rico, Hawaii, U.S. Virgin Islands and American Samoa. 

Area Map   
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Climate/Weather  

Minneapolis has a humid continental climate typical of the Upper Midwest. The city experiences a full 

range of precipitation and related weather events, including snow, sleet, ice, rain, thunderstorms, and 

ŦƻƎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ǘŜƳǇŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ ǿŀǎ млу ϲC όпн ϲ/ύ ƛƴ Wǳƭȅ мфос ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǿŜǎǘ ǿŀǎ ҍпм ϲC όҍпм 

°C) in January 1888. The snowiest winter of record was 1983ς84, when 8.2 feet or 98.4 inches (250 cm) 

of snow fell. 

 
Photo Courtesy of rssweather 

                                                                   
Photo Courtesy of rssweather  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjl6-2DpbfOAhVM4iYKHZDnDZAQjB0IBg&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.rssweather.com%2Fclimate%2FMinnesota%2FMinneapolis-St.Paul%2F&psig=AFQjCNEQoS0GmUf2WFSPptbrAzVrXpMuOg&ust=1470933654454630
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiYiMakpbfOAhXEQiYKHUSIBfoQjB0IBg&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.rssweather.com%2Fclimate%2FMinnesota%2FMinneapolis-St.Paul%2F&psig=AFQjCNEQoS0GmUf2WFSPptbrAzVrXpMuOg&ust=1470933654454630
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EMERGENCY 
 
 

IN CASE OF AN EMERGENCY 
DIAL 911 

For 
FIRE, POLICE & AMBULANCE 

 
Language line: If the person calling 911 is unable to speak English, they can tell the operator what 

language they speak. The 911 Operator will have an interpreter on the line within one minute to assist 

with the translation.  

 

They will ask for the following information so keep this page close to your phone: 

NAME  

ADDRESS  

PHONE  

 

If you accidentally call 911, please do not hang up. The police will automatically be dispatched to your 

home to make sure there are no problems. Explain to the Operator the call was an accident. 

 

Other Important Numbers: 

CLOSEST CONSULATE OFFICE  

PRIMARY CARE PHYSICIAN  

WORK PHONE NUMBER  

 

POISON CONTROL  (800) 222-1222 

ANIMAL POISON CONTROL (888) 426-4435 

Dial 3-1-1 to make non-emergency requests for service, such as hazardous potholes, stray animals, or 

traffic signal malfunctions. 

 
Safety and Security  

While Minneapolis is relatively safe, it is still a major city. Like every major metropolitan area in the USA, 

there is some crime. 

Take basic precautions: lock your car, lock your doors and windows in your home, be aware of strangers 

and things that just ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƳ ǊƛƎƘǘΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎŀǳǘƛƻǳǎΦ 

Check here for a list of crime rates per neighborhood in Minneapolis.   

http://www.aapcc.org/
https://www.aspca.org/pet-care/animal-poison-control
http://www.areavibes.com/search-results/?ct=minneapolis&st=mn&ll=44.9633+-93.2683
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Urgent Care Centers 

An Urgent Care Center is different than a Hospital Emergency Room. An Emergency room would be in an 

absolute emergency. You may visit an Urgent Care Center if, for example, you have a terrible ear ache 

and need medicine immediately but your Primary Care Physician's office is closed. Many Urgent Care 

Centers have extended hours and are open early morning until late evening during the week and also 

some weekend hours. Be sure to refer back to your health insurance company to clarify which urgent 

care centers and primary care physicians you are allowed to visit using your health insurance. Your 

insurance card should have a toll-free 1-800 number on the back for you to call and ask questions and 

clarify which urgent care center would be closest for you. Please always carry your insurance card with 

you! 

Hennepin County Medical Center  

Hennepin Healthcare System, Inc. operates Hennepin County Medical Center in downtown Minneapolis 

and primary care clinics in Minneapolis on East Lake Street and in the Whittier Neighborhood and in the 

suburban communities of Brooklyn Center, Brooklyn Park, Golden Valley, Richfield, and St. Anthony. 

¶ Minnesota's premier Level 1 Adult Trauma Center and Level 1 Pediatric Trauma Center with 

many nationally recognized programs and specialties 

¶ A recognized system of primary care clinics and retail clinics located throughout Hennepin 

County 

¶ An essential teaching hospital for doctors who go on to practice throughout the state 

¶ A safety net hospital providing care for low-income, the uninsured and vulnerable populations, 

and 

¶ A major employer and economic engine in Hennepin County. 

 

Hospitals & Clinics 

¶ Crown Medical Center 

¶ University of Minnesota Medical Center (Riverside ave) 

¶ Fairview University Med Center 

¶ Abbott Northwestern Hospital  

¶ Univeristy of Minnesota Medical Center (SE Harvard St) 

¶ Twin Cities medical Clinic  

¶ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ /ƭƛƴƛŎǎ ƻŦ aƛƴƴŜǎƻǘŀ  

¶ Shriners Hospitals for Children ς Twin Cities 

¶ Minneapolis VA Health Care System 

 

Veterinary Clinics Minneapolis 

¶ Minneapolis Veterinary Hospital 

¶ Lake Harriet Veterinary   

¶ Lyndale Animal Hospital  

¶ Pet License in Minneapolis  

http://www.hcmc.org/index.htm
http://www.hcmc.org/index.htm
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=2&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjygpzvprfOAhXLI8AKHVpnA_kQgU8IHTAB&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.crownmedicalcenter.org%2F&usg=AFQjCNEyFTQ9BasagnwmTyWB0v2C3EyABA&bvm=bv.129389765,d.ZGg
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=2&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjygpzvprfOAhXLI8AKHVpnA_kQgU8IHTAB&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.crownmedicalcenter.org%2F&usg=AFQjCNEyFTQ9BasagnwmTyWB0v2C3EyABA&bvm=bv.129389765,d.ZGg
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=3&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjygpzvprfOAhXLI8AKHVpnA_kQgU8IJjAC&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.uofmmedicalcenter.org%2F&usg=AFQjCNE1O69Ur4XdSU-exDkmJXkTzUcwyw&bvm=bv.129389765,d.ZGg
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=4&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjygpzvprfOAhXLI8AKHVpnA_kQgU8ILTAD&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fairview.org%2F&usg=AFQjCNG6-bbH1QdBPRyCcNP2HoQyt8HSWg&bvm=bv.129389765,d.ZGg
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=5&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjygpzvprfOAhXLI8AKHVpnA_kQgU8INjAE&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.abbottnorthwestern.com%2F&usg=AFQjCNHtKJ8f1QrP_e9AKRcss_GWwb5EDA&bvm=bv.129389765,d.ZGg
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=6&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjygpzvprfOAhXLI8AKHVpnA_kQgU8IPzAF&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mhealth.org%2F&usg=AFQjCNGPEFFxGBhr-cdWnHNt48-b9KpTnQ&bvm=bv.129389765,d.ZGg
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=7&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjygpzvprfOAhXLI8AKHVpnA_kQgU8ISTAG&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.twincitiesmedicalclinic.com%2F&usg=AFQjCNFBLWqQ3OnHqWJZki3pBGznpaq2-A&bvm=bv.129389765,d.ZGg
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=2&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwihhYjgqLfOAhWkKsAKHVtwCtcQgU8IHjAB&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.childrensmn.org%2F&usg=AFQjCNGFU5X5e0wEa6avtKehwJLesqDhFg&bvm=bv.129389765,d.ZGg
https://www.shrinershospitalsforchildren.org/minneapolis
https://www.shrinershospitalsforchildren.org/minneapolis
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=6&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwihhYjgqLfOAhWkKsAKHVtwCtcQgU8IQDAF&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.minneapolis.va.gov%2F&usg=AFQjCNFY9Dc3VPL0zfBZWq200sRnQoqJpA&bvm=bv.129389765,d.ZGg
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj97qn6qLfOAhVJLsAKHeSxAfwQgU8IKDAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mplsvet.com%2F&usg=AFQjCNHjTlv4zueYNiAe9q2KE_UeUBD8vQ&bvm=bv.129389765,d.ZGg
https://lakeharrietvet.com/
https://lakeharrietvet.com/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=3&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj97qn6qLfOAhVJLsAKHeSxAfwQgU8IOjAC&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.lyndaleanimalhospital.com%2F&usg=AFQjCNHBHFPu_a11mveIIO_oPLndZGd9aA&bvm=bv.129389765,d.ZGg
http://www.minneapolismn.gov/animals/licenses/pet-licenses
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Pharmacies 

There are two major pharmacy chains in Minneapolis, found on nearly every block on commercial 

ǎǘǊŜŜǘǎΦ /ƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ά{ǘƻǊŜ [ƻŎŀǘƻǊέ ŀƴŘ ŜƴǘŜǊ ȅƻǳǊ ȊƛǇ όǇƻǎǘŀƭύcode to find the pharmacy near you. Several 

pharmacies are open 24 hours. Check for hours of operation. Also the main grocery stores like HEB, 

YǊƻƎŜǊΩǎΣ wŀƴŘŀƭƭΩǎ ŀƴŘ ²ŀƭ-Mart have full service pharmacies. 

¶ Walgreens 

¶ CVS 

¶ Pharmacies in Minneapolis 

  

http://www.walgreens.com/
http://www.cvs.com/
https://www.yellowpages.com/minneapolis-mn/pharmacies
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HOUSING 
 

US Leasing/Housing Guide 

A lease is an agreement that outlines the obligations of the owner and the tenants of a house or 

apartment. It is a legally binding document, so it is important for you to know the exact terms of the 

lease agreement before you sign it. Please do not sign a lease without reviewing it with your IOR DS 

Consultant. 

 

Types of rental properties 

¶ Apartment 

An apartment is rented from a company or individual that owns the property. Apartment 

buildings are usually multistory with people over, under and beside each other with common 

hallways or walk ways. Apartments are often rented from a company or individual in the form of 

an individual lease with no bearing on the other tenants of the building (besides noise 

complaints, property damage, etc.)  

 

¶ Studio Apartments 

A studio apartment is basically a one room apartment with sleeping, dining and kitchen all in 

one ǊƻƻƳ Ǉƭǳǎ ŀ Ŧǳƭƭ ōŀǘƘǊƻƻƳΦ ! άŎƻƴǾŜǊǘƛōƭŜέ ƻǊ άŀƭŎƻǾŜέ ǎǘǳŘƛƻ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƴƻƻƪ ƻǊ ŀǊŜŀ 

which can be sectioned off separately for sleeping. 

 

¶ Condominium 

A condo is a communally owned estate and the owners share the ownership of the common 

areas such as grounds and hallways. Condominiums may be apartment style buildings or town 

house type buildings, but condo owners do not usually own the land. Condo owners are 

required to pay monthly common maintenance charges, although these might be reflected in 

your rental rate (it is important to clarify this with your landlord). 

 

¶ Townhouse  

A Townhouse is a kind of structure where the individual properties are flush against each other 

ǿƛǘƘ ǘƛƴȅ ŦǊƻƴǘ ŀƴŘ ōŀŎƪ ϦȅŀǊŘǎέ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ǿŀƭƭǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜƳΦ !ƭƳƻǎǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ 

multistory single family. Usually townhouse owners own the property under their townhouse. 

 

¶ Single Family Houses 

Single-family houses are free-standing rental properties that are habited by one person or a 

family. As you do not share this rental space with any other tenants, single-family homes offer 

the most amount of privacy. Homes also often come with a parking spot and/or garage space, 

but may require that you handle certain maintenance items (i.e. your lawn, minor repairs, etc.) 
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Rental Agents 

In most situations, your IOR consultant will partner with a local realtor to have access to the most 

ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ƭƛǎǘƛƴƎǎ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀƭǘƻǊΩǎ ŜȄǇŜǊǘƛǎŜ ƛƴ ǇǊŜǇŀǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƴŜƎƻǘƛŀǘƛƴƎ 

leases. This agent receives a commission for their assistance, in most US locations this commission is 

paid by the Landlord, not the tenant. Your IOR DS Consultant will discuss this with you. 

 

wŜƴǘŜǊΩǎ wƛƎƘǘǎ 

Tenants who lease or rent property are protected against discrimination by The Fair Housing Act. If you 

think your rights have been violated, you may write a letter or telephone the Housing and Urban 

Development (HUD) office nearest you. You have one year after the alleged violation to file a complaint 

with HUD, but you should file as soon as possible. 

²ƘƛƭŜ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƭŀƴŘƭƻǊŘǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ 

laws. Each state and most major cities have their own tenant rights, laws and protections. Here are 

aƛƴƴŜǎƻǘŀΩǎΦ  

You can also visit the I¦5 ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ƘŜǊŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ Ŧǳƭƭ ƎǳƛŘŜ ǘƻ ǊŜƴǘŜǊǎΩ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ōȅ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ.  

If your rental property ever suffers any defects that make your place uninhabitable, your landlord has a 

duty to fix it. While some apartments let you make online requests for repairs, as well as provide a 

ǇƘƻƴŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ŦƻǊ άŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎƛŜǎΣέ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ ƛƴ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎΦ ¢ƘŜ 

landlord will then have a certain amount of time to make those repairs.  

 

Privacy  

You have the right to privacy. While the landlord owns the pǊƻǇŜǊǘȅΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ƛǘ anytime they 

want. All states have laws stating renters have a right to privacy while renting. Pretty much the only time 

ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘƭƻǊŘ Ŏŀƴ ŎƻƳŜ ƛƴǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ǊŜƴǘŀƭ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻǊ ƴƻǘƛŎŜ ƛǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǊŜsponding to an 

emergency that threatens injury or property damage. 

Any other time the landlord wants to enter your apartment, they need to have your permission and in 

most cases give you 24-ƘƻǳǊǎΩ ƴƻǘƛŎŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ŜƴǘŜǊƛƴƎΦ  

What to expect from the landlord: 

In most states, you are legally entitled to: 

¶ Safe structural elements including floors, walls, roofs, and secure doors and windows. 

¶ Privacy as described above. 

¶ All electrical, plumbing, heating, and air conditioning systems function.  

¶ Working hot and cold water. 

¶ Exterminating infestations of rodents and other insects. 

¶ Access to trash receptacles. 

¶ Landlords cannot discriminate based on race, gender, sexual orientation, or disabilities.  

¶ Water, electricity, and gas bills are up to you to pay. Your IOR consultant will assist you with 

this process. 

¶ Apartment buildings sometimes come with laundry and dryer machines in the basement.  

http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/program_offices/fair_housing_equal_opp/FHLaws/yourrights
http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/states/minnesota/renting/tenantrights
http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/states
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Utilities and Appliances 

Your IOR DS Consultant will assist you or provide information on connecting your utilities. It is possible 

some will be included in your rent, but typically most are not. 

 

If you are moving from Europe to North America, you might be surprised at the relatively large size of 

the kitchen appliances in your accommodation, especially the refrigerator! It may also surprise some 

expats that properties are rented with appliances. In the US it is standard for properties to include a 

refrigerator, stove, and oven. Properties may also include a dishwasher, microwave, washer and dryer 

depending on the location, size, and price point. 

**Note that you will need a social security number in order to register and pay for utilities** 

Recycling 

Minneapolis city ordinances requires residents to use the city's trash and recycling collection. 

Call 612 673-1114  (same as above) to set up Trash, recycling, water, sewer and storm water 

utilities in Minneapolis. Click here for more information.  

The Lease Process 

Review your housing budget with your IOR DS Consultant 

Your DSC can help you understand what kind of property you can afford. You also need to take into 

account that you may be responsible for some of the utility costs of your rental.  

 

Know what you want 

What are you looking for in a property? Do you want a studio or a single bedroom? Maybe you want to 

rent a single family home? Do you need the property to come with appliances, including washer and 

dryer? Do want it to be close to school or your work? Do you want it to be within walking distance of 

retail, like groceries or coffee shops? Are you looking for a child friendly area?  

Keep in mind that outside of the city center in major cities, there is not much public transportation and 

most locals drive everywhere.  

Identify potential apartments 

IOR offers home finding services to aid you with this process. Your consultant may work with a local 

broker who will help to organize appointments and visit properties. They will also assist in the rental 

application and the leasing process.  

 

  

http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/solid-waste/recycling/solid-waste_recycling
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Common Abbreviations and Acronyms used in rental housing listings 

Acronym Meaning 
 

Acronym Meaning 

24-hr mtn 24-hour emergency maintenance 
 

LA Living area 

AC or A/C Air conditioning 
 

LR Living room 

Appls Appliances 
 

MBR Master bedroom 

Apt Apartment 
 

MBTH Master bathroom 

BA Bathroom 
 

Neg Negotiable 

BR Bedroom 
 

Ofc Office 

Bsmt Basement 
 

OSP Off-street parking 

CAC Central air conditioning 
 

Pkg Parking 

DA Dining area 
 

PM Property manager (management) 

Det Detached 
 

Pvt Private 

Dk Deck 
 

Pwdr rm Powder room (1/2 bath) 

DR Dining room 
 

RE Real estate 

Dw (D/w) Dishwasher 
 

Renov Renovated 

Eff Efficiency 
 

Rf Roof 

EiK Eat-in kitchen 
 

Rm Room 

Fin bsmt Finished basement 
 

SF Single-family 

FDR Formal dining room 
 

SFA Single-family attached 

FHA Fair Housing Act 
 

SFD Single-family detached 

FMR Fair market rent 
 

Sp, Pl (S/p) Swimming pool 

FP Floorplan 
 

Sq. ft Square feet 

Gar Garage 
 

Th (T/H) Townhouse 

H/A Handicapped accessible 
 

Vw (vu) View 

H/W Hardwood floors 
 

W/A Wheelchair accessible 

Hi ceil High ceilings 
 

W/W Wall-to-wall carpeting 

HVAC 
Heating, ventilation, and air 
conditioning      
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Visit 

Make this process as efficient as possible by visiting as many potential properties as you can in one or 

two days. Try to go sometime during the week if possible. Your IOR DS consultant will work with you to 

set an appropriate schedule and to ensure that the properties you visit meet your needs as closely as 

possible. 

 

²Ƙŀǘ ǘƻ Řƻ ƻƴŎŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ  

As you look at the rental unit, be sure to ask a lot of questions. While you should keep small concerns to 

yourself about the unit while looking at it, feel free to ask the landlord or apartment manager any 

questions you might have that will help in your decision. Here are some possible questions you may 

consider asking: 

¶ ²ƘŀǘΩǎ the monthly rent? 

¶ Are any utilities included with the rent? 

¶ How much is the security deposit? 

¶ When is rent due? Do you have auto-pay? 

¶ ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƪŜ-up of the other tenants? Are they mainly younger students? Married couples 

with families? Older folks? 

¶ WhŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƪƛƴƎ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ƭƛƪŜΚ 5ƻ ȅƻǳ Ǉŀȅ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǇŀǊƪƛƴƎ ǎǇƻǘΚ 

¶ Do you take care of small maintenance issues or am I responsible for some of the repairs in the 

property? 

¶ Am I able to re-paint the walls or make other modifications? 

 
Again, be friendly and polite when you ask these questions.  

The Application 

The next step in the leasing process for an apartment is to submit a rental application for the location 

you want. The manager or landlord will be able to give you the application as well as anything else that 

they may need to have filled out. Your IOR DS Consultant will assist with this process. For a single family 

home there will likely be a rental application. 

 
You will need your passport, Social Security number, Visa, and proof of employment. Some landlords 

may charge you an application fee which could be between $20 to $400 dollars, depending on the 

landlord. This could be a combination of an application fee and move-in fee. 

hƴŎŜ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ŘƻƴŜ ǘƘƛǎΣ ƛǘ Ŏŀƴ ǘŀƪŜ ǳǇ ǘƻ ŀ ŦŜǿ Řŀȅǎ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ ōŀŎƪ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ property manager. Once your 

application has been approved the lease approval process will begin with IOR and likely your employer.  

Signing the lease 

DO NOT SIGN THE LEASE until your IOR DS Consultant has reviewed it in full and given their approval.  

 
The lease is a binding contract, so it is very important to pay attention as a leasing agent goes over it 

with you. It is perfectly normal for you to take your time and read all the fine print for yourself. If you 

are working with an IOR consultant, make sure to talk with them and receive approval before signing. 
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You will also be given a copy of the lease to take with you and keep for your records, but it is very 

important to know everything included in your lease from the start.  

Some things to look for in a lease: 

¶ Term of the lease and any important dates such as when the rent is due. 

¶ Extra fees for parking spaces or storage, garbage collection, and pets. 

¶ Information regarding utility providers and whether you or the landlord is responsible for those 

bills. 

¶ Notification requirements in case of renewal. 

¶ Requirements/responsibilities of the tenants to do routine repairs such as lawn maintenance, 

cleaning or notification of repairs. 

¶ Clauses that allow the landlord to change the terms of the lease after it is signed 

¶ Restrictions that would prevent you from living normally or comfortably in the home 

Sometimes landlords will ask for a security deposit before you sign the lease. This is normal, but you 

ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ Ǉŀȅ ƛƴ ŎŀǎƘΦ aŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ŀƭƭ ǇŀȅƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƳŀŘŜ ƻǳǘ ŀǎ ŀ ŎƘeck or money order just in case. 

 

What to expect from the lease 

Most leases in the United States include the following or a variation thereof: 

¶ Your employer requires that all leases include a Break Clause in the case that you are transferred 

for work or personal needs. 

¶ Contracts will often be for periods of a year or more. 

¶ Minimum stay. Typically three fourths of your lease contract time. If you choose to move out 

before this date, you will lose your security deposit. If you move out afterwards, you are still 

required to give a specified number of days notice. 

¶ Security Deposit. Landlords will expect you to leave them with a deposit (usually about one to 

ǘǿƻ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ǊŜƴǘύ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ƘƻƭŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŘǳǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ƭŜŀǎŜΦ ¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ 

ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŘŜǇƻǎƛǘ ōŀŎƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀǎŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōǊŜŀk any specific clauses in 

your lease, such as moving out without proper notice, not paying rent, causing damages to the 

property, etc.  

¶ [ŀƴŘƭƻǊŘǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǳƴŎƘŜŎƪŜŘ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ŀǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΦ LŦ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ 

ȅƻǳǊ ƭŜŀǎŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ƭŀƴŘƭƻǊŘΩǎ rights to enter the leased premises, suggest the following clause: 

 

9ƴǘǊȅ ōȅ ǘƘŜ [ŀƴŘƭƻǊŘΦ [ŀƴŘƭƻǊŘ ƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ŀƎŜƴǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ŜƴǘŜǊ ¢ŜƴŀƴǘΩǎ ƘƻƳŜ ŜȄŎŜǇǘ ǘƻ ŘŜŀƭ 

with an emergency; to make necessary or agreed repairs; to supply necessary or agreed 

services; or to show the unit to potential purchasers, tenants, or repair persons. Unless 

ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅΣ [ŀƴŘƭƻǊŘ ǿƛƭƭ ƎƛǾŜ ¢Ŝƴŀƴǘ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ нп ƘƻǳǊǎΩ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ƴƻǘƛŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

date, time, and purpose of the intended entry and will schedule entries during normal 

business hours, MondayςFriday. 

Most landlords will be hard-ǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ƴƻ ǘƻ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ǊŜŀǎƻƴŀōƭŜ ŎƭŀǳǎŜΦ LŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘƭƻǊŘ ǊŜŦǳǎŜǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ 

ǎǳǊŜ ǎƛƎƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴŀōƭŜ ƛƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘǎΣ ǘƻƻΦ /ƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ƻƴ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ǎŜŀǊŎƘΦ 
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Moving In 

On your selected move-in date, after the lease has been signed, and deposits have been paid...you 

should be given your keys and more than likely a move-in form to fill out. Your IOR Consultant will assist 

you with an initial walk through of your apartment. Look for dings in the walls, cracked windows, or 

other irregularities and report them on this form. This will indicate that these things were there before 

you moved in and you will not be held responsible for them at the end of the lease term.  

 

Get RenteǊΩǎ LƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ 

wŜƴǘŜǊΩǎ ƛƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ ŎƻǾŜǊǎ ŀƴȅ ƭƻǎǎ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǊƻōōŜǊȅ ƻǊ ŀŎŎƛŘŜƴǘǎΦ Lǘ ŀƭǎƻ ŎƻǾŜǊǎ 

ŀƴȅ ŘŀƳŀƎŜ ȅƻǳ ƳƛƎƘǘ ŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘŜƴŀƴǘΩǎ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅΦ CƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ ǎŀȅ ȅƻǳǊ ǿŀǎƘƛƴƎ ƳŀŎƘƛƴŜ 

springs a leak and water seeps through ǘƘŜ ŦƭƻƻǊ ŀƴŘ Ǌǳƛƴǎ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊΩǎ ŀƴǘƛǉǳŜ ŘǊŜǎǎŜǊΦ wŜƴǘŜǊΩǎ 

insurance would cover that. 

 

wŜƴǘŜǊΩǎ ƛƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ ǿƛƭƭ Ŏƻǎǘ ŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ ŀōƻǳǘ Ϸмр-125 a month, less if you tack it onto another policy 

(like auto) you have with an insurance company. A few popular options are Allstate and StateFarm. 

  

http://www.allstate.com/renters-insurance.aspx
http://www.statefarm.com/insurance/renters/renters.asp
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US EDUCATION SYSTEM 
 

²ƘŜƴ ǊŜƭƻŎŀǘƛƴƎ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅΣ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƻŦ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴΦ  Lhw ŜŀǎŜǎ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴ ōȅ 

exposing you to the various school options available for your child and helping you to work within the 

framework of options to find the best solution for your family.   

 

I. Overview and Philosophy of the United States Educational System 

 

In most U.S. locations you will have the choice of sending your children to either a public or 

private school.  A public school must accept your child for enrollment if you live within its 

designated district. A private school may have a general curriculum similar to that of public 

ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΣ ōǳǘ Ƴŀȅ ƻǊ Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ ŀŎŎŜǇǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŘŜǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǎǇŀŎŜΣ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ 

prior academic history, language ability in English, or the result of entrance exams.  Private 

schools charge a fee, which can be quite high.  If you are considering private school, be sure you 

ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜǊΩǎ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǊŜƛƳōǳǊǎŜƳŜƴǘΦ  Lƴ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ 

approximately 85% of the children attend public schools for ages 5 to 13, and approximately 

93% of the children attend public school at the high school level.  Many, though not all, private 

schools are parochial, or religiously affiliated schools. 

 

! ǘƘƛǊŘ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ΨŎƘŀǊǘŜǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩ ƛǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΦ /ƘŀǊǘŜǊ {ŎƘƻƻƭǎ ŀǊŜ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ǘƻ 

public schools in that they are free, non-religious, publicly funded, and are held to state and 

federal academic standards. Each charter school is governed by its own local school community, 

which often includes parents and teachers - rather than a district. This freedom allows teachers 

to be more innovative, and communities to shape their local school. Charter schools can set 

their own hours and adjust their curriculum to fit their student needs, and give teachers the 

opportunity to experiment with next-generation teaching models including technology and the 

virtual classroom. Charter schools typically admit students by random lottery and do not restrict 

enrollment based on location, academic achievement, or other factors private schools may 

consider.  

 

Most Americans, regardless of their level of education and income, send their children to public 

schools.  Because each town or community typically has its own school system funded by local 

municipal taxes and state revenues, residents in an area with a higher tax base can usually be 

assured of quality public education.  IOR is very conscientious about placing assignees and their 

families in areas with good public school systems. 

 

Private schools do not receive state revenue, although they may be entitled to assistance with 

transporting students and providing for special needs such as speech therapy and assistance of 

the learning disabled.  Private schools are funded through tuition paid by ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΦ  

Typically, there are additional fees for books, uniforms, and school supplies, and the parents are 

usually solicited for additional charitable donations.  There may also be book or activity fees at 

public schools. 
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The public education system in the U.S. is administered by local and state government, rather 

than by the federal government.  Each state has a board of education which sets policy for all 

school districts and standards which all students must achieve.  In addition, each local district 

has a board of education which sets local policy and curriculum within the parameters set forth 

by the state. 

 

School districts can provide specialized programs and services for children with special needs.  

The general philosophy of education in the United States is to educate the entire diverse, 

ethnically mixed population with equal educational opportunity for all, while serving the 

educational needs of the individual student. 

 

If you choose public education for your child, the particular school your child attends is 

determined by the school district boundaries containing your residential address.  The school 

may or may not be within walking distance to your home.  Generally, if the distance to the 

school is greater than one mile, the school district provides bus transportation to and from 

school.  For those children who do not live far enough away from the school for bus service but 

are too far to walk comfortably, parents may have the option of paying for bus transportation, 

or they may chooǎŜ ǘƻ ŘǊƛǾŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǘƻ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ ±ŜǊȅ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊƳ ΨŎŀǊ 

ǇƻƻƭǎΩΣ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ƻŦ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ 

 

DŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ōƻǳƴŘŀǊƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΦ  Lƴ 

most cases, parents rely on car pools to ease the burden of transporting their students to and 

from school.  In selecting your home, consider the driving distance and time to and from the 

private school. 

 

Ultimately, the school your children attend is determined by your residential address, so it is a 

good idea to include visits to potential schools and properties in your pre-trip visit.  Your pre-trip 

visit will consist of selected sample houses in a variety of communities, along with information, 

or perhaps visits, to the appropriate schools.  However, there may be a limited selection of 

homes available within each community.  It is possible you may find a school you like, but there 

Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ŀƴȅ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ƻǇǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ŜƴǊƻƭƭƳŜƴǘ ǊŀŘƛǳǎΦ  ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ǎƘow 

you housing in school districts with proven academic standards, but be aware there are cases 

when certain schools are unavailable due to housing concerns. 

 

If you are considering a private school, you may wish to visit it as well as a public school to 

compare.  It would be advisable, however, to first determine if the private school has space 

available for your child.  Additionally, you will want to know the amount of tuition and fees for 

the school, as that may be a factor in your decision. 

  



 

17 

IOR Global Services ω !ƭƭ wƛƎƘǘǎ wŜǎŜǊǾŜŘ ²ƻǊƭŘǿƛŘŜ 

II. Academic Standards 

A.  Curriculum: 

The overriding objective of elementary and secondary education, public or private, is to prepare 

students for higher learning and future employment.  Each school district or private school will 

have a unique curriculum which meets the above overriding goals.  

 

Elementary School:  

The elementary years (kindergarten through fifth grade) focus on fundamental academic skills, 

language arts, social studies, science, and mathematics in addition to introduction to 

technology, art, music, pƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜǎΦ  {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ 

personal development is energized through emphasizing strong work habits which provide a 

positive feeling toward learning. 

 

Middle School: 

Middle School helps children in early adolescence (sixth through eighth grade) transition from 

elementary to high school and from childhood into young adulthood.  The structure of the 

school day includes contact with several teachers who specialize in their subject matter; 

students usually move from one classroom to another.  Curricular content focuses on expansion 

of skills in math, science, reading, writing and social studies.  Further exploration of foreign 

languages, practical and fine arts, music, health, physical education and computer literacy are 

also provided.  Middle school students are able to enhance their formal education by 

participation in school sponsored adult supervised competitive athletics and a variety of clubs 

and special interest groups. 

 

High School: 

The premise of elementary and middle schools is to prepare students for the academic, social, 

and physical challenges of high school.  All high schools maintain defined academic 

requirements for graduation, however great flexibility of classes is usually available within this 

framework.  Most schools provide more challenging academic courses entitled honors or 

advanced placement which award college credit to successful students.  High school 

extracurricular and athletic activities are more competitive than those found at lower levels and 

often provide talented students with opportunities continue this activity in college or university. 

 

B.  Grading Systems/Assessment of Child Progress 

{ŎƘƻƻƭǎ ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŎŀǊŘǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ 

either mailed or carried home by the student.  Many schools also set one or two days aside each 

semester for parent/teacher conferences.  These conferences are an opportunity for parents to 

ƳŜŜǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ 

performance in school.  At the elementary school level, where children usually have one primary 

teacher, a teacher conference may last from fifteen minutes to an hour in length.  At the middle 

school and high school levels, you may meet with your childΩǎ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ƻŦ ŦƛǾŜ ƻǊ ǘŜƴ 

minutes.  If you need additional time with the teacher, you may schedule a follow-up visit 
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allowing time for a more complete discussion.  It is a good idea to participate fully in teacher 

ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎΦ  ¸ƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩs teachers may be able to provide valuable insight regarding your 

ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŀŘƧǳǎǘƳŜƴǘǎΦ  {ƘƻǳƭŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ōŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ 

assist you with helpful suggestions of additional resources to contact.   

  

C.  Standardized Testing 

Challenged to prepare students for higher learning and future employment, all school districts 

and private schools utilize standardized testing to measure student progress over time and 

compare themselves to national standards.  Such tests are prepared by national groups of 

parents and educators as well as business and academic leaders. Tests vary from state to state, 

but typically students in prescribed grade levels (for example, grades 3, 6, 8 and 10) are tested in 

the areas of reading, mathematics, writing science and social science. Colleges and universities 

use the ACT and SAT tests to measure incoming student abilities; the results of these tests are 

nearly as important as high school grades when students apply for entrance into US colleges and 

universities. 

 

III. Definition of School Groupings 

A. Pre-School or Nursery School 

In the U.S., 3, 4 and some 5 year olds have the opportunity to attend a pre-school under a 

private system.  These schools can be located in a local school, a church, or an independent free 

standing building.  Pre-school is not publicly funded and is fee-based.  Typically children are 

grouped by age.  Most of the schools are play-based, although different philosophies of formal 

education can be found.  Typically, 3 year olds attend 2 half days a week and 4 year olds may 

attend 3 half days a week. Some preschools also serve as day care centers for families in which 

both parents work.  Typically reading is not taught in pre-school, although a few programs can 

be found which include reading fundamentals.  Concentration of learning is on small and gross 

motor skills, and basic academic readiness skills. Some pre-schools offer a full-day Kindergarten 

option for those parents who work. The public school kindergarten programs are typically only 

half day programs with no before or after school care. If a Kindergarten program is offered it 

follows the state curriculum guidelines, and teaches pre-reading and math skills. 

 

B.  Elementary School  

Elementary school provides education for children ages 5 to 11, Kindergarten and Grades 1,2,3,4 

&5.  While kindergarten at age 5 is not required, most families send their children to 

kindergarten.  Elementary school is the beginning of publicly funded school.  In the U.S. children 

are grouped by age and advanced in school by age.  There are usually opportunities within the 

grade for different levels of learning, with opportunities for advanced learners and remedial 

learners.  The public elementary school is usually neighborhood based and the source of 

playmates for your child.  In the U.S., pre-reading skills are introduced in kindergarten (age 5) 

along with early math skills.  Formal reading begins in the 1st grade (age 6).  Studies have shown 

that while children learn to read at different ages, the difference between early and late readers 

is not a predictor of reading skills by about the age of 8 or 9 years old.  In addition to reading 
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and math, elementary school also has a broad base of writing, science, social studies, art, music, 

computer, personal development and physical education.  Only in a few schools will a 2nd 

language be introduced at the elementary level.  English as a Second Language (ESL) is offered 

starting at the elementary level in the public school.  Parents are allowed to visit the schools, 

and there are many opportunities for parents to volunteer their skills, particularly at the 

elementary school.  Parents may approach teachers and administrators with suggestions and 

concerns with their child.  Usually the personnel are willing to consider changes if they feel it 

would be in the best interests of the child.  With a child coming to a new country and sometimes 

starting a new language, feel free to talk to the school if you think something could be done to 

ŜŀǎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŀŘƧǳǎǘƳŜƴǘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻl day is from approximately 8:30a.m. to 3:00p.m. with 

recess (playtime break) and a lunch break at the school. 

 

C.  Middle School 

Middle school provides education for children ages 11 to 14, grades 6, 7 & 8.  The children 

attend school in a different location and in the public school system several elementary schools 

will combine into the same middle school.  A middle school is usually 2-4 times the size of the 

elementary school.  Middle school is considered the transition between elementary school and 

high school and from childhood to young adulthood.  Because of this philosophy, U.S. students 

at this age level are all introduced to the same academic curriculum.  The school day is 

structured differently with the children changing class rooms and teacher with each subject. 

There are 6-8 different class periods daily.  Within the grades children may be separated by 

academic ability in classes, particularly math and English.  Often an introduction to foreign 

languages is offered.  For those who choose, the student may have the option to complete one 

year of high school foreign language during middle school.  If your home country requires more 

advanced language development at this age, you may want to consider outside supplemental 

language instruction.  Middle school is a time when extracurricular activities such as theatre, 

music, sports and clubs become important activities in adolescent life.   

 

D.  High School 

High school provides education for children ages 14 to18, grades 9, 10, 11 & 12.  It is the final 

level of education before the university, community college, or trade school.  The terms 

Freshman (9th), Sophomore (10th), Junior (11th) and Senior (12th) are also used to identify grade 

level.  At the high school level the student has more specific choices of course work.  Each 

district has a set of minimum graduation requirements, which will include courses in English, 

math, science, social studies, physical education and a combination of foreign language, fine arts 

and practical arts.  Within this framework the student has various choices from more remedial 

levels, average levels, and more advanced levels.  If a student is prepared for the material, by 

the 11th or 12th grade a student may have the opportunity to take a college level course for 

advanced credit in the U.S. university system.  In high school competitive sports are offered 

along with theatre, orchestra, instrumental and vocal music and clubs.  Your child will have an 

opportunity to meet more U.S. children by participating in a school extracurricular activity.  Each 

school district has 1 or more high schools with 800-нрлл ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΦ  ! ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ 
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performance may determine the type of university or higher education program they pursue 

upon graduation.  During high school national tests are given tƻ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ 

potential to advance to various higher education levels. 

If your child anticipates returning to your home country to continue higher education within 

your university system, you might want to consider the International Baccalaureate (IB) 

program.  This program is recognized internationally for entrance to universities.  In contrast to 

the typical high school college preparatory curriculum, the IB semester consists of fewer 

subjects, studied in greater depth and with a bilingual proficiency.  Developed in Switzerland, 

the curriculum was intended as a secondary education program which could be utilized and 

accepted worldwide.  Not all US schools will offer an IB curriculum. 

 

E.  Post-Secondary Education 

While most families on international assignment do not bring their older children (19 years+) for 

education in the U.S. we include a brief description of the US university system.  Some form of 

post-secondary education is available to those U.S. students who seek it.  Each state offers a 

public university system which the tuition is partly subsidized by the state for state residents.  

Residency of at least 1 year is necessary.  Some are medium to large institutions (with 

undergraduate and graduate level programs).  Some can be quite competitive for admission 

ǿƘƛƭŜ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛǾŜ ŀǘ ŀƭƭΦ  {ǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŀŘƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘ 

determined by their high school academic performance and course selection and as well as the 

results of a national standardized test (SAT or ACT).  Post-Secondary is the educational level that 

students in the U.S. study subjects in great depth and select their majors and career choices.  

Graduate level programs on the master level, professional level, and PhD level are pursued after 

completing the 4 years of undergraduate studies. 

 

IV.  Life in Schools 

A.  Atmosphere 

Lǘ ƛǎ ǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜ ǘƻ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ŀƴŘ ƴƻƴ-academic 

atmosphere that prevails.  Administrators or counselors are happy to serve as tour guides and 

should always be contacted in advance.  Do not be alarmed if your visit takes place during the 

lunch hour if the children seem a bit rambunctious.  Students in American public schools 

generally enjoy a great deal of personal freedom in the cafeteria, on the playground, and in the 

halls before and after class.  They are supervised by teachers or members of the school staff, but 

they generally are more relaxed in the lunch room and in the halls.  If you are visiting on a rainy 

ŘŀȅΣ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜ άƛƴŘƻƻǊ ǊŜŎŜǎǎέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎȅƳƴŀǎƛǳƳ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƴƻƛǎȅΦ  wŜǎǘ ŀǎǎǳǊŜŘ 

that when they are in the classroom, students do settle down and work quietly and diligently.  

Some classrooms are more informally arranged than others.  For instance, some teachers prefer 

ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŘŜǎƪǎ ƛƴ ŀ ŎƛǊŎƭŜ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ƛƴ ǊƻǿǎΦ  ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǎƻƳŜǘƛmes assign 

group projects, where several students work together and are thus not seated at their desks 

during a part of the classroom period.  Teachers are expected, however, to have good control of 

their classrooms.  Private school policy regarding these issues of personal freedom varies.  Some 

private schools function as the public schools do, while others may have a more closely 
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supervised approach.  Again, it is always a good idea to visit the school so that you are 

comfortable with that particular schoƻƭΩǎ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ǎǘȅƭŜΦ 

 

 

B.  Parental Involvement 

In addition to participating in parent/teacher conferences, most American schools encourage 

ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ  aƻǎǘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ άt¢!έ 

(Parent Teacher Assocƛŀǘƛƻƴύ ƻǊ άt¢hέ όtŀǊŜƴǘ ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊ hǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴύΦ  ¢ƘŜǎŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎ 

usually work with the school administration, dealing with issues such as student safety, 

communication to parents, academic concerns, etc., as well as fundraising and planning special 

programs to enhance the school experience for the student population. 

 

DŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ t¢! ƻǊ t¢h ƛǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǿŜƭƭ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ 

school.  It also provides you with an opportunity to meet and really get to know other parents.  

There will probably be a choice of committees on which you could work; you do not have to 

commit to a leadership role.  Some volunteer opportunities may involve actually working in the 

school, volunteering in the school library on day a week or one day a month for example.  Be 

sure to alert the school administration that you would like to get involved, and ask for the name 

and phone number of the head of the parent volunteer organization at the school.  Parent 

volunteers are usually welcomed and encourage at all levels at all schools, both public and 

private. 

 

C.  Extracurricular Activities 

A well-rounded education requires that students learn their academic subjects as well as 

develop socialization skills and learn nonacademic skills.  Belonging to a group can be a 

rewarding connection with peers and a good way to develop self-confidence.  These are the 

reasons that schools, public and private, provide numerous extracurricular activities from which 

their students can chose to participate.  At each level of education the opportunities and choices 

increase.  For example at the elementary school level, all students are introduced to art, music, 

drama and a variety of athletic experiences.  At the middle school level students have required 

courses in some of the above areas but are provided opportunity to participate in after school 

activities of their choice. For example, competitive football, soccer, swimming, track, lacrosse, 

basketball etc.  In addition many clubs allow students to pursue other interests, for example, 

computers, drama, fine arts, forensics, jazz band, photography, yearbook and student council.  

Almost universally, each activity or club is sponsored by adults, using specialized instruction, 

who demonstrate a working knowledge of the activity and a desire to teach children.  An even 

greater variety of extracurricular experiences are available at the high school level, many of 

which help students identify strengths, talents and interests which may direct them to future 

colleges, vocations or avocations. 
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D.  Facilities 

All schools maintain facilities other than classrooms which enhance or support their educational 

mission. 

 

Libraries and Media Centers 

Libraries are universally available and are accessible to students throughout the day and often 

after ƘƻǳǊǎΦ  [ƛōǊŀǊƛŜǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴ ŀ άƳŜŘƛŀ ŎŜƴǘŜǊέ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ 

other types of educational materials including computers and software, audio and video tapes, 

slides, sound sequences, projectors and recorders of various types for use individually or in 

groups. The wide availability of computers and access to the internet has provided almost 

unlimited opportunities for students and teachers to obtain information that can enhance and 

facilitate learning. 

 

Fitness Facilities/Gymnasium 

Fitneǎǎ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΣ ƻǊ ΨƎȅƳǎΩ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻΣ ŀǊŜ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜŘ ōȅ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ŀƭƭ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ƛƴ 

the United States. Gyms often consist of a large indoor court with various sports equipment. 

They are open during lunch hours and for specific hours before and after school for athletes or 

students who wish to exercise. Many gyms will be accompanied by a weight room and a locker 

room with a shower. Students are sometimes expected to use these communal showers 

following Physical Education classes or general use ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎȅƳΩǎ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΦ 
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SCHOOLS IN YOUR AREA 

 

In a city as advanced at Minneapolis, education options are in no short supply. Expat parents will need 

to carefully evaluate their priorities, and then choose an institution that can best satisfy their 

preferences.  LǘΩǎ ǿƻǊǘƘǿƘƛƭŜ to consider how much you want ǘƻ Ǉŀȅ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǎŎƘƻƻling, the 

ǇǊƻȄƛƳƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŦǊƻƳ ƘƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪǇƭŀŎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴΣ ŀƴŘ 

what kind of teaching style or environment is best for your child. 

 

School attendance is compulsory for students between the ages of 6 and 18, and as in the greater US, 

school is divided into three levels. 

 

Public schools in Minneapolis  

.ȅ ŦŀǊΣ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ǇŜǊƪ ƻŦ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǘǳƛǘƛƻƴ-free. Locals and expats alike can take 

advantage of a Minnesota education system that is freŜ ƻŦ ŎƘŀǊƎŜ όǇŀƛŘ ŦƻǊ ōȅ ǘŀȄŜǎύΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ 

mean that you should do so without any preliminary research. 

Minneapolis Public Schools (MPS) or Special School District Number 1 is a school district that covers all 

of the city of Minneapolis, Minnesota. Minneapolis Public Schools enroll 36,370 students in public 

primary and secondary schools. The district administers about one hundred public schools. 

¢ƘŜ aƛƴƴŜŀǇƻƭƛǎ tǳōƭƛŎ {ŎƘƻƻƭ {ȅǎǘŜƳΩǎ mission is to prepare students for college and beyond by 

embracing diversity and creativity. The MPS system offers families and students a wide variety of tools 

to make their education successful. Some of those tools are before and after school child care, caring 

teachers, community partnerships, early childhood education, English language learners, healthy meals, 

parental involvement opportunities, rigorous academic programs, school choice, special ed, and year-

round learning opportunities.  

 

Click here to visit the MPS website. 

 

Charter schools and Magnet schools in Minneapolis 

The public school system in Minneapolis also includes charter schools and magnet schools. Charter 

schools are institutions that use state-funding and uphold state curriculum, but tend to be more 

innovative and flexible than traditional public schools. Magnet schools are schools that use state-

funding, but may offer an International Baccalaureate curriculum, rather than a state curriculum. They 

are associated with high achievement and cultural diversity. 

Both are good options for parents looking for an affordable, but elevated standard of education for their 

child. Admission can be competitive in some cases, and waiting lists long. Lottery systems are often used 

to confirm enrolment for these types of schools. 

 

Click here to view a guide to Minnesota charter schools.  

 

Click here for a list of Magnet schools. 

http://www.mpls.k12.mn.us/
http://www.mncharterschools.org/_uls/resources/A_Primer_on_Minnesota_Charter_Schools.pdf
http://www.k12academics.com/national-directories/magnet-school/Minnesota/Minneapolis#.V6yNYPkwjcs
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School Districts in Minneapolis and surrounding areas 

¶ To find the elementary school options available to you, visit schoolchoice and simply enter your 

address. 

¶ To find the High school options available to you, visit highschoolrequest and enter your address.   

 

Private Schools in Minneapolis 

Private schooling is a broad category, and includes international schools, religious schools and 

alternative learning schools. Some schools uphold the state curriculum, others a home country 

curriculum, and still others an International Baccalaureate curriculum. 

Regardless though, all of these schools are tuition-based. Fees vary, and parents will need to inquire 

ǿƛǘƘ ŜŀŎƘ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ŎƻǎǘǎΦ ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƳƻǊŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƻŦ ŀǎ 

ǘƘŜ άōŜǎǘέ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŀǊŜŀ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƭƻƴƎ ǿŀƛǘƛƴƎ ƭƛǎǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƻ ƛǘΩǎ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ 

apply as early as possible.                          

There are 76 private schools in Minneapolis, MN, serving 17,467 students. The average private school 

tuition is $5,485 for elementary schools and $12,690 for high schools .The average acceptance rate is 

89%. Minority enrollment is 24% of the student body, and the student:teacher ratio is 11:1. 66% of 

schools are religiously affiliated (most commonly Roman Catholic and Christian). 

aŀƴȅ ƻŦ aƛƴƴŜŀǇƻƭƛǎΩ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ŀƴ ŜƴǘǊŀƴŎŜ ŜȄŀƳΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƴǳǎǘ 

also to be financed by parents. 

The current top private schools in Minneapolis are:  

¶ The Blake School (avg ACT 32) 

¶ Breck School (avg ACT 30)  

¶ St. Paul Academy & Summit School (avg ACT 31)  

¶ Mounds Park Academy (avg ACT 30)  

¶ Convent of the Visitation School (avg ACT 30) 

¶ * All of these schools boast a 100% Four-Year Marticulation Rate  

Visit privateschoolreview to learn more about MƛƴƴŜǎƻǘŀΩǎ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ŎǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳΣ tuition, religious 

affiliation, acceptance rate, enrollment, and more.  

Preschools 

A directory of preschools in the Minneapolis area can be viewed here. 

 

Additional resources to compare Public and Private schools, view ratings, reviews and test scores 

¶ www.greatschools.org 

¶ www.eschoolprofile.com 

¶ www.schooltree.org 

  

http://schoolchoice.mpls.k12.mn.us/
http://schoolchoice.mpls.k12.mn.us/
http://www.blakeschool.org/
https://www.breckschool.org/
http://www.spa.edu/
http://www.moundsparkacademy.org/
https://www.visitation.net/
http://www.privateschoolreview.com/minnesota/minneapolis
https://www.care.com/local/mn/minneapolis
http://www.greatschools.org/
http://www.eschoolprofile.com/
http://www.schooltree.org/
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Colleges and Universities 

¶ Carleton College (Nationally ranked #24) 

¶ Macalester College (Nationally ranked #71) 

¶ University of Minnesota ς Twin Cities (Nationally ranked #72) 

¶ St. Olaf College  

¶ Gustavus Adolphus College  

¶ University of St. Thomas ς Minnesota  

¶ University of Minnesota ς Morris  

¶ St. Catherine University  

¶ The College of St. Scholastica  

¶ Bethel University ς Minnesota  

¶ Concordia College ς Minnesota  

¶ Augsburg College  

¶ Winona State University  

¶ Hamline University  

¶ North Central University  

 

 
 Macalester College  

 

 

  

University of St Thomas 

https://www.carleton.edu/
https://www.macalester.edu/
http://twin-cities.umn.edu/
http://wp.stolaf.edu/
https://gustavus.edu/
http://www.stthomas.edu/
http://www.morris.umn.edu/
https://www.stkate.edu/
http://www.css.edu/
https://www.bethel.edu/home/
https://www.concordiacollege.edu/
http://www.augsburg.edu/
https://www.winona.edu/
http://www.hamline.edu/
https://www.northcentral.edu/
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BANKING 
 
Banks and other financial institutions, such as credit unions, offer a variety of services. These services 

include: 

¶ checking and saving accounts 

¶ credit and debit cards 

¶ online bill pay 

¶ loans 

¶ insurance 

¶ financial planning 

 

Banks in the United States are insured by the Federal Government for deposits up to $250,000 per 

depositor per bank. The bank or credit union will display the letters FDIC (Federal Deposit Insurance 

Corporation) as proof.  

 

Checking and Savings Accounts 

To open a checking or savings account you will need the following information:  

¶ Two forms of picture identification including but not limited to your passport, driver's license, or 

work ID.  

¶ Social security number.  If you have not yet received your social security number, the bank can 

open an account with a W8 Temporary Tax ID form (available at the bank). You will need to call 

the bank with your social security number once it arrives in the mail. 

¶ Local mailing address. You may use your office address as your mailing address, but be prepared 

to call your bank branch as soon as you have your permanent address.  

¶ Letter of Employment 

¶ Cash for the initial deposit can range from ~$25-$150 dollars. 

 

Checks 

More businesses and banks are offering online or automatic bill paying options. However, you may still 

need to pay some bills by mail. NEVER SEND CASH! You will want to order at least the minimum 

quantity of checks. This will cost a set fee that the bank will charge you. The checks will be pre-printed 

with your name, address, telephone number and account number and will be mailed to your home.   

 

ATM or Debit Card 

The most popular way of obtaining cash is by using an ATM (Automated Teller Machine) card, also 

referred to as a debit cardΦ !¢aΩǎ ŀǊŜ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ Ƴƻǎǘ ōŀƴƪǎΣ ƳŀƭƭǎΣ ŀƛǊǇƻǊǘǎΣ ƎǊƻŎŜǊȅ ǎǘƻǊŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ Ƴŀƴȅ 

other public places. You will be given a PIN (Personal Identification Number) for using your card. It is 

important that you memorize this number and not keep written record of it with your card in order to 

ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘΦ aƻǎǘ !¢aΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ŀƭƭ ŎŀǊŘǎΣ ōǳǘ Ƴŀƴȅ ōŀƴƪǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƘŀǊƎŜ ŀ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŦŜŜ ŦƻǊ ǳǎƛƴƎ 

another bankΩs ATM. Through the ATM you may deposit, transfer, and withdraw funds. There will 

usually be a limit to the amount of money you can withdraw in any 24-hour period. 
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Credit Cards 

For many international transferees, the lack of a US credit history can be a challenge. In most cases, you 

will not be approved for a US credit card initially. One suggestion to assist in building your US credit 

history is to open a secured credit card. With approval from the bank, you can put a certain amount of 

money in a savings account that will remain in the account. The secured credit card would have a credit 

limit equal to the amount deposited in the savings account. You will need to use your secured credit 

card and make the minimum monthly payments, you may also pay in full the amount due. After 9 

months or so, if the bank sees that you have a good payment record, they may approve you for a regular 

credit card.  

 

Security 

Always pay attention to the other people around you at an ATM. Do not use the machine if you are 

suspicious of someone's behavior. It is safer to find another ATM or to come back later. Do not put your 

PIN number in with anyone close enough to see it.  

 

Credit card theft is another increasing problem. In order to protect your card from being abused, never 

give your credit card or credit card number to a service provider you have not called. Another 

precaution is to destroy or shred copies of receipts and bills. Criminals will not hesitate to dig through 

the trash to find a copy of your credit card number.  

 

Major US Banks 

Below is a list of links to some of the larger US banks.  Not every bank is represented in all US locations, 

in some cases you may find that the local bank is a better option for you than some of the larger banks.  

Your IOR DS Consultant can help you in selecting a bank by sharing the various options available locally 

as well as the products they offer to support expatriates. 

¶ Bank of America 

¶ TD Bank 

¶ Citibank 

¶ CHASE 

¶ HSBC 

Click here for list of local banks in Minneapolis 

 

 

  

https://www.bankofamerica.com/
http://www.tdbank.com/
https://online.citibank.com/US/Welcome.c
https://www.chase.com/
http://www.us.hsbc.com/
http://www.yellowpages.com/minneapolis-mn/banks
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PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION/DRIVING 
 
Driving in Minneapolis 

Minneapolis  has a number of major highways that make getting around fairly easy. Evening rush hour 

begins as early as 4 PM and can last more than 2 hours. Morning rush hour is between 6 and 10 AM. 

During rush hour, traffic on the highways can come to a halt.  

¶ Minneapolis Traffic Map 

¶ Minneapolis Freeways and Major Highways  

There are no tolled miles on the Minnesota Interstate, with the exception of HOV lanes governed by the 

MnPASS program. The system is made up of three primary routes, four auxiliary sections, including two 

spurs and two loop sections, as well as one of two split sections remaining in the United States, I-35E 

and I-35W.  

 

 

Public Transportation 

Metro Transit operates one of the largest public transportation systems in the country. Riding public 

transit is a convenient and inexpensive way to get around. Fares range from $1.75 to $3.00, depending 

on time of day. If you're already downtown and need to hop a ride a few blocks, the fare is 50¢ in the 

5ƻǿƴǘƻǿƴ ½ƻƴŜΦ [ƻƻƪ ŦƻǊ ōǳǎŜǎ ƳŀǊƪŜŘ άCǊŜŜ wƛŘŜέ ŀƴŘ Ǉŀȅ ƴƻ ŦŀǊŜ ǿƘŜƴ ōƻŀǊŘƛƴƎ ŀƭƻƴƎ IŜƴƴŜǇƛƴ 

Avenue. 

 

http://www.dot.state.mn.us/tmc/trafficinfo/traffic.html
http://www.ajfroggie.com/roads/minnesota/
https://www.metrotransit.org/

































