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It is imperative that you have necessary preparations in place to be prepared for Hurricane
season (June 1% — November 30”‘). By preparing in advance you’ll invest a little time up front,
but you will have things in order and can devote time to last minute, less important items
should you find yourself under a Hurricane Watch or Warning.

One good way to ease this stress is to have some plans laid in advance. Just think how you will
feel having the peace of mind of knowing you are prepared while everyone else in the hot zone
is scurrying about trying to buy supplies that are dwindling or non-existent.

Ideally, everyone should have shutters and a secure way to lock down your home. But you can
at least make sure you are prepared in every other way.

1. Make sure to inventory your valuables. Make lists and videotape. Then keep this list in a
safety deposit box. This includes property deeds, marriage / birth certificates, social
security cards, stocks and bonds and other portfolio information, passports, wills
medical records and insurance policies.

2. Make a reference list of everything you would absolutely want to take with you should
you have to evacuate your home. Include photo albums, important documents, files,
jewelry and other precious mementos. You will surely forget something if you had to get
out quickly.

3. Compile a list of supports including family and friends that you want to stay in touch
with throughout the storm. Decide on who will take what roles, and where and when to
meet should phone service be out. Many people will use an out of town contact that
may be easier to reach than a local one.

4. If your area is placed under a Hurricane Watch, make sure you wash all dishes and run
the dishwasher. Also make sure all the laundry is washed and clean sheets and towels
are being used. You don’t know when power may be restored and this will avoid you
running out of clean clothes too soon.

5. Be sure to have cash on you. You may not be able to find an operating ATM after the
storm.
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6. Fill up your car with gas. Purchase a portable tank to bring extra gas. Evacuation traffic is
slow.

7. Make sure you have adequate supplies such as food and water (1 gallon per day, per
person) for everyone in your household. Don’t forget the manual can opener! A good
rule of thumb is to have enough supplies to last you for seven days.

8. Be sure you have plenty of supplies for baby including formula (powdered) diapers clean
bottles and wipes and baby food.

9. Don'’t forget to have all medications you use or may use filled and readily available.

10. Battery powered radio or television and flashlights. Don’t forget batteries for each.

11. Purchase a car charger for your phone

12. Don’t forget to make arrangements for your pets and to have adequate supplies for
them as well.

13. Also, take adequate measures to account for climate changes.

The summer is a perfect time to tackle any impending projects you have been putting off.
Because the world seems to slow down around us, many people are vacationing and school is
out, it is a great time to delve into these matters.
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